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War any well-established village in New England or the
northern Middle Wesrcouid aiicrd a toun drunkard, a town
atheist and a few Democrats.
But a habit grew up in which it was necessary to call on
some courage and, perhaps, on soine independent economic
resources before defying the local folk^iys.   The very friend-
liness of American life made the dissenter more conspicuous,
In a country where minding your own business is de rigueur^
nobody need care what that business is.   But in a country
where all life is or should be Lvcd pretty publicly, there is
more intolerance of an individual eccentricity which is being
continually thrust under the eyes of your neighbours.   The
high degree of social inregraricn of a small American city
(above a certain income !evol)  plays its part,  too.    The
tragedy   of   Mr.  John   O'Hara's Appointment in   Samarra
involves more than the weakness of the hero; it involves a life
made intolerable if the ^country club and rhe local business
community are mobilized against you.   The highly individual
character is a misfit in a community in any country, whether
his weakness is genius or madness.   If he has a private income
like Cezanne, he may pursue his vision unmolested. But what
Cezanne called "les grappins" are more tenaciously extended
in America than elsewhere; they put put their tentacles more
determinedly and a persistent evasion of their embraces is
more offensive than it would be in a French or English town
with no common social life   anyway.    There is truth in
the picture of the Faust-like professor in the film On the
Avenue:
He attracted some attention
When he found the fourth dimension.
But he ain't got rhythm,
No one's with him. x
He's the lonesomest man in town.
And since the common interest of the community is still
assumed to be economic growth, attained by the "American
way," the dissenter from the end, or the means, is especially
open to suspicion. But 1929 wrought a great change, probably
a permanent one. The sponsors of the old programmes have
not quite the same confident ring in their voices; too many
things have been tried and failed; the "American way "has